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 When “a” cannot be factored out by GCF, we can possibly still factor 
the trinomial.  The steps below show a method called  

“X Factor Deluxe”.   

 Step 1: Fill in X-Factor Deluxe setup with ax, ac and b 
 
 Step 2: Identify factors that multiply to equal ac that also add together 
to equal b 

Step 3: Place the factors in your t-chart.  Simply both sides of the t-
chart as fractions. 

Step 4: Enter your 2 simplified factors into 2 sets of parentheses.  
(Tip: use FOIL to confirm that your binomials produce the original 
equation) 

Example:  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  


